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Creating a Singing Call

Choosing a Song

C re atl n g a S | n g | n g Ca I | ® Proper phrasing is very important. Always choose a song with either 8 or 16
: beat phrasing.

By Tony Oxendine

¢ Typically modern or country songs generally have a verse and chorus. Some

may have a bridge.
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Song Verse Song Chorus

® Asong's chorus is a section that repeats at least
once, and is usually the most memorable part of the
song. It contains the song's main message and tone,
and is often characterized by repetition and simple
lyrics.

® Asong verse is a repeated section of a song that tells the story or moves the
action forward.

.

The chorus is the big payoff and climax of the song.
It's also where the verse and pre-chorus have been
reduced to a simple repeated sentiment. For
example, in the song “Let it Be” by the Beatles, it is
the part where the words “let it be” are repeated
over and over.

® The verse is the part of the song where lyrics tend to vary every time—as
opposed to the chorus which, in some songs, repeats the same set of lyrics
whenever it's played

2026 Japan MiniLab 2026 Japan MiniLab

Song Bridge Physical Arrangement of the Song

- ® The bridge is a musical passage that

‘ N connects two sections of a song. For

" example, a bridge often connects the
verse to the chorus of a song,
introducing a different chord
progression to add variety. It can also sit
between the last two chorus sections to

l J add variation. Think of it as a
transitional section.

® Sometimes the song is a simple Verse/Chorus seven
times. Sometimes sections 1,4, and 7 are Chorus/Chorus
and 2,3,5,and 6 are Verse/Verse. Other times some
sections could be Bridge/Chorus. The combinations are
almost endless. Essentially, it's what feels good to the
producer.

2026 Japan MiniLab 2026 Japan Mini-Lsb,

Japan Mini-Lab 2026 1



9. Calling Techniques - Singing Calls - 2026 January 11

Creating a Singing Call

Singing calls are divided

¢ Typically, most Royal tunes are recorded at a tempo
into nine sections

of 124-130 bpm — depending on the rhythm.

ChOOSing ® For example, 2/4 rhythm feels faster that most 4/4
rhythms. So oftentimes 2/4 rhythm songs are "
the 2. Opener
recorded at a tempo of 124-126 bpm.
3. FirstFigure
Rhyth m 4. SecondFigure
5. MiddleBreak
and Tempo 6. Tiarigue
o W 4 7. FourthFigure
8. Closer
9. Outro(Tag)
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Section Length Instrumentation Layout

® Each section will have a Lead Instrument and a Fill Instrument. Initially, the
lead instrument will play the melody utilizing “single pick” notes. The lead
instrument will play the melody and the fill instrument will “fill in the holes”
left by the lead. As the song progresses, the leads may “stretch it out” by
adding more licks to the melody.

The intro and outro of a singing call are usually 8-16 beats. The remaining
seven sections are 64 beats each.
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Instrument Structure Instrument Rationalization

Sections One, Four and Seven will have the
same lead and fill instruments

When a live band is being used, it is much easier for the
musicians to transition from being the fill instrument to
the lead instrument. Essentially, they just continue
playing into the next section.

On sections two and five the lead instrument
will be the fill instrument that was on one and
four. There will be a new fill instrument.

On sections three and six the lead instrument
will be the fill instrument that was on two and
five
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8beat Intro
Guitar/Piano

. Piano/Harmonica
Harmonica/Guitar
. Guitar/Piano

. Harmonica/Guitar
Guitar/Piano

al,
2

3

4

5. Piano/Harmonica
6

7-

8Beat Outro (Tag)
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My chart would look something like this

Final Step

® The last step (for me, at least) is to meet with the band leader. During this
meeting, we determine the best key. He then makes a musical chart for the
musicians.

® At the studio, the musicians get all of the charts for the songs. Generally,
the band goes through it one time (for volume checks), and then we lay it
down.

In Nashville, | usually get 8 tunes in a 3 %2 hour studio block.
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Just the Way You Are

* Tempo-126

Rhythm similar to Chicago Country
Bridge on figures?
Guitar like “ Have to say | love you in a song”

Intro~ Lead/Fiddle/DX
#1  Harp/lead

#2  Lead/Fiddle
Fiddle/Harp
#4  Harp/Lead

#5  Lead/Fiddle
#6  Fiddle/Harp
#7  Harp/lead

Maybe Outro like original?2?
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