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To be aligible for the Mileatone Award, an individual
nauet show qualification in the following aress:

. Uncharted fields

Withstand the test of time

Make an uneelfiah cantributlon

Demanstrate professionalism and leadership
Have had a broad influenre on the square
danee aotivity

The individual selectad to veceive the eward tanight
meets gl flve of the criteria. His name —- Bab Ruff.

Bok began Fis calling In 1948, during the "boom” peried
of aquare dancing. Teaching capacity-sized classes, the
pow dencere filled the clubs he called for and the
success of his temching and calling skills became
apperent. During this time he becems a successful
recording caller and in the early 1950'a he called
thranghout North America, In addltlon to teaching
others to call in his home area of Whittier, Celifornia,
be also sarved on the faculty of callere schools acroas
the country and appeared on the staff of many daneer
ivetitites during this period.

At thia time thera waa considerable concern about the
square dancing that was taught to the young people in
our acheols, overextended school teachers, knowing
little or nothing about contemporary aquare dancing
that wae being enjoyed by the adulis in their area,
velied on cutmoded styles of dancing and calling.
Rather than thrill the young students, this form of
dancing Iiterally "turned them off” with the effect, that
many never wanted tv sgnare dance again, A9 a matier
of faet we heard of more than one ibstance whets &
achool teacher threatened to punish the hays and girls
who had done poarly with their echool work by malking
them aquere dance an hour on Fridey.

Bob Ruffs avocation wsa teaching and ealling square
dances, but his full-time vocation was teaching
mathematios and physical education in & junior high
school. Combining his aebility in teaching square
dancing to edults and his proven euecess with the 7th
and 8th grade students, ho set asids time each week to
inelnda squares for his young pupils.
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The papularity of theee dancea caught the ettention of
other teachers in the acheoi and soon they were asking
Bob to call for their classes. This worked out fine, but
when teachere from other schools in the area asked for
help, he had to dmaw the line. There jusi weren't
anough hours in the day, Then it became apparent to
Bob that the combination of his tsaching end calling
formed a system that might be packaged and mada
available with a few illustrations, printed notes and
caller instructions. The music, his proven style of
calling and teaching ptesentad on a epecial extonded-
play recording, completed the peckage. The next stop
was to gather teachers whe wanted te learn end, with
an in-service program involving a full day of practics,
tearh them how to wse the tools he had created.

The beauty of the program wae that the students wers
having fun, plus learning the form of square dancing
thet wes heing done by the adults in their area (and
around the workd).

It was just a matter of time before Bob recelved
requests to conduct in-eervice courses for achool
teachers, recrestion leaders and others acroes Nerth
America. His calling techninues were made available to
hundreds of teachers and they, in turn, began teaching
hundreds of athers.

Along with the suncesg of this system that Bob mitially
dasigned for schoal children, the records hegan finding
their way inte the Australian "outback” and other
isolated spots whees there were no callers or teachers.
Laat October the CALLERLAB Exeeutive Committes
found Bob well qualified to receive the coveted
Mileetone at the 1994 Convention in Vancouver.

A short time later Bob became quite 11 and it was
decided, despite the wsual procedure of not pre-
informing & recipient, that Bok be notified, hoping that
knowledge of this honor by his peers would help to
sncourage him. He expressed great pride in having
been honored i this way.

Rob passed awsdy st his home oh January 22nd.

Here to accept the Award are his wife, Babs and son,
Jeff.

And o, with preat pride it i our distinet hohor to
present CALLERLAB's higheat award 1o Bob Ruff.



