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n Greek Mythology, It is said that Halen of Troy
had a face that launched a thousand ships. From
198] thyu 1992, our recipient was responsible for
launching more than 1000 carsers in the calling
profession.
He began his calllng career in 1942, after having
played sazophone in the high school band. For work, in

--his. enrly yeara, ho_dzove.a traek for G. Fax Cofopany, -

" Hewan the caly truck driver for tie company with biue
ears, having practiced palling patter 5o much as he
drave, ho used to inhale deep breaths of air and then
sea how long he could call, using all of the air, hmm,
the hlne eams.

During the 50's, 60's and T0's, he called full iima,
traveling throughout the United Staies. He has called
in 49 states, all except Hawaii. Ha has calted ot all of
the major festivals through the years,
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founding fathars of NECCA (New England Council of
Callers) Connecticut callers, Springfieid area caliers.

He was the firet. Chairman of NECCA in 1962 and
Iater wag asked to take that position again, which he
gladlydld He was a recording artiet, beginning his
carcer in 1959 on the Gtenn label. He spent h.la entire
racording career with that one labsl.

In 1970, he was inducted into the Sgquars Dance Hall
of Fame. He was one of the founding fathets of
CALLERLAB, where he has aetved on the Board of
Governors.

In addition to traveling axtensively, he was reaponsible
for a very popular note service, "NEWE N NOTES". He
was co-author of the pocket dictionary of square dance
ealls, still in existence today.

If you own a Yak Stack or Director Speaker, you can
appreciate the fine quality and workmanship. It was
this individual that created the first column speaker.
He designed one that would fit tha back of hia trunk.
‘With the help of two othar individuals, he created the
Yak Stack Spaaker, very popttiar in the industry today,
But perhaps his greatest achievement ang contribution
to our beloved actlvity was that in the field of caller
educatish,

Along with Al Brundage, he conductad hia firat callers
school in 1861 in Pitteficld, Massarhueetts. His was
one of the oviginal schools jn the country, with a formal
curriculum for teaching caflers. His achools were one of
the first to temach some of the more complicated
mavements which wes the basis for "Modern Weatern
Square Dancing’
memﬂﬂﬂamhewasmmlvedmunﬂmmhmlﬂm
California, Colorads, lowa, Michigan, Virginla and New
England.
One of the mast astonishing sccomplishments related
to his callers schooks is in the gecgraphical keations
from where his students came from. His echosly truly
had an ioternations] flaver, Students came from Japan,
Australia, Germany and other Furepean countries.
The mark «f a good caller is in the conzistency
provide such an enjoyable evening, thet the dancars
.came back to vou again and apain. Likewise, the marl:.
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hefehe educates. For those of you who have attended a
callets school, imagine yourself returning to the same
echoal pot cmea or twice, but 5,4.5, even 6,7.8 times!
That was cne of the mest significant attributes to his
echools.
He is married 1o his high achool swestheart, Marion.
They have four son= and eight grandchildren Although
none of his son9 ever became callots, there are many

others within our activity that his teachings have
influanced.

Dean William K. Inge cnce said, "The aim af education
is the knowledge not of fact, but of valnas®, It s the
valnes that be instilled in sver 1000 eallers thronph the
years that to this day inspires many to live the role of
a caller and leader,

It pives me preat pleasure to present CALLFHLAR'S
highest awsnd, the Milestone Awmrd for cutstanding
achievement and significant contribution tw the field of
square dancing to MR, EARL JOHNSTON.




