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Mr. Chafrman, Board of Governors and CALLERLAB membera and my friends —-

I thank you for this opportunity to be with you at thie convention and for the honor
of maling this presentation to someone whom I =0 mueh admire. Thiz gentleman of
whom I speak has been a recognized leader in the Bguare Dance Activity for approx-
imetely 35 yeoars, He has excelled in a multi-faceted role within our activity as
caller, leader, teacher of callers and has provided flrm leadership and directon to
thizs CALLERLAE organization,

Bis repuiation @ a determined crusader for the beiterment of Squareﬂ Daneing is
known throughout the continentsl United States end all other internstional countries
in which a Squara Dance program exists. - :

There le an old zaying that if you want a job done, aselgn it 10 a man who is too
busy because a busy man will always get the job done. That phruss sccurately
reflacte the charactey cf cur honoree, In addition to the awards and recognition he
hes . recelved in ‘the Sguere Dance World, he has been the redipient of frequent
awards for work and leadevehip performed in his wocation.

Born in Jayton. Texas, in the mid 1030's, our leader-to-be moved with his perents
to Mississippl whera they resided for severml years before moving back to his be-
loved Texas. His first intreduction to Bquare Dencing was a 5th grade dahge pro-
gram taught by hls schocl teacher Mother, Some of the big and complicated calls
which he mastered in thie early beginning were Picking Up Paw Pawe, New Boy In
Town, and, 1n his cenior year in Godley, Toxas, he met and started dating the girl
who was later tc become his sguare dance pariner and wife. The yeor was 1853,
"and at the time of their dating, colneldentally, the popular acng of the ilme was
*The Whole Town Is Talking About the Jones Boy".

After high school and stili during hie courtship perlod with his wife-tobe, our
honoree attended Herdin Simmons Umiversity in Abilene, Texas, His tslent for musle
was enhanced ae he played drums for the then famous Hardln Slmmons Cowboy Band,
Married in 1864, the couple moved to Arlington, Texas where he waz employed in the
City Enginearing Depariment.

Jon and Shirley got thetr first taste of dancing together as a pert of & demonstration
team for the Centennisl Celebration of Johnson County,. Thelr first offiddal introduc-
tion to leseons wae in 1856 when they gracuated after s grand total of =iz lessons,
Their callerfteacher at that time wae Joe Hines. Shortly after gradustion, Jon
announced to his wife, Shirley, thet he was golng to become a caller and proceeded
to gather square dance records and information that was aveailable at that time, He
purchased his first record player {Hilton 300A) from Sears Roebuck and with elec-
tronde genfus wired a couple of spoakers into it which became hig first sound sys-
tem, His frst gpuest Hp az a caller was in 1956 at the "Ewing Stars” club in [wing.
TX. The club caller at that time was Bob Wilson. As a result of a guest calling tlp
in 1957, he wss ssked by Roes Carney to become the square dance teacher for Gen-
ersl Dynamice Recreation in Fi. Worth, He continued to eall and teach for this
orgenizeticn until 1980. Although sguare dancing was occupying the mejor part of
his non-vocaton time, he was finding enough time to atiend to business ai home
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which is evident by the birth of his 3 children, Vernon, 1957, James, 196¢, and a
daughter, Julie In 1964 and a2 he grew in his leadership role Ln our Sguare Dance
Actvity, he grew In his chosen profession ss well. He became the building officlal
for the City of Arlington for 7 years and was later promoted to SBtreet Superinten-
dent of the asme city — a positlon thet he still holde and has hald for the last 10

years,
Highlights of hls profession vocation include the following:

1. An active member of Ameriran Public Works Association (APWA) slnece 1972.

2. Elected to the Executive Committes of the Texas Chaptier of that association in
1975, o

3. BServed as President of that smwe chapter in 1879 and was awarded the Texas
chapter APWA Bervice Award in 1882 In recognition of his dedicated service.

Digressing a bit to hls square dance activity, Jon was instrumental in the origination
of the  Arlingion Promenadera, a eclub for which he celled and served for over 20
years. He performed duties at every leadership level for the North Texae Callers
Azgociation and on two separate oceasions wae elected to lead that organizgtion as
their president. '

His well-rounded career ae a Square Dance caller and leader is well-documented by
his travels throughout the world. He has been a ataff member for numerous week-
ande and caller-college seminars. One of his esrly square dance engagements was
with Manning and MNita Smith at Banff Inetitute in Alberta, Canada, In Eﬂthaﬂng
background information, a story was given to me which I would Hke to share with
you at this time: . :

When he wae traveling with a group of Canadien callers, Jon really worked to be on
his toes and everyone lnew he lked to play the guitar. When Jon did this at after
parties, he sat on a stool. Lee Helsel, alweys a pranster, kept a rubber chicken
and at one after party put this chicken in Jon's puiter case. Jon was on stage, got
out his stool and guitsr case, prepared to perform. Imagine hs surprise when he
opened the case and he found the chicken! 1 !

He has alse been a contributor in the record fisld having recorded initielly for
Square "L" Records and for the last severs] years for Kalox Records, One of the
truly gratifying moments of tis life was when he recently recorded a duet with his
‘how square dance caller aon, Vernon.

He was instrumental in the orgenization of the Texas State Callers Association and
was thelr Hirat ¢lacted present, The mors meaningful contrlbutions to the Hquare
Dance Activity have probably come through his firm Jeadevship' that has been demon-
strated in this CALLERLAB organizetion for whom he has served as a BHoard member
glnce 1976 and so ably served as Board Chalrman in 1879 thru '8l, Ladies and
Enblonti oL bal . Hei i vohi B1-
em pleased and proud to present the Milestone Awsrd to Jon Jonea, my friend from
Arlington., Texas, ;




