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The world of square dancing =@ we know it in
Saskatchewan today, had its seed plantad one day in
1954, Little did we realize that it would make such an
impact on our lives m this Western Frovince of
Spelatchewan.

It sl sterted one fall day in 1954, After continuowe
begging and pleading by hie wife this person attended
g beginner aquare danre evening just to see if he would
like it. If he dido't like it, she promised never to
mention it again.

Much tv the surprise of his wife, by the time the
eveting was over, he had signed them up for square
danes lessons. A few dances later, tha caller who woe
teaching pnnounced that with the enthusiasm of aquate
dancing epreading, there would be a need for more

callers and that anyone who might be interested in
learning to call ehould sign uwp mumediately becawse
lesaons were starting the next weak. Wall, can you
imapine the Further surptise to hie wife when he
aonounced that he had signed up for caller closscs.
Here yon have samesne who can hardly dance and now
be wanta to become a caller, The nltimate in confidence
already atarting to ahow.

He would spend one night at dance clasa, then the next
gvening at a callerclase, Hia perseverance bas padd off.
He man now dance rassonably well, aftar 40 yaara, byt

even better, he has become one of Canada's best known'

callers.

Hia long calling career started early in 1950 when he
was asked to call for a group of patlenta at a hospital.
This gave our young caller an opportunity to work wlth
people and develop his calling skilla, And devekp them
ha did! Ha was asked ta call fhr a beginner elass in the
Fall of 1855, The club which formed a=s a reault of thie
clags s #till dancing today-—to this sama callsr.

Squars dancing was gaining momentum and becoming
vary popular. Almcet every small eommunity had a
square danee club which neaded gueat callars, Guess
who loaded wp his 400 pounds of home-made
equipment, his one box of 78 rpm records and set out
to eanquer the world as a traweling callar. You've
probably piessed by now, that we are talking about
Martin Mallard.

An the equare dance activity grew, Martin's talents and
his leadership quelities grew as well. He formed new
aquare dance clubs In 1958, 1958 and 1969. These
clubs are still davncing today. In 1964 he formed a
tmind dance dub. Ha has taught a beginner class evary
yaar sinos 1967. He has alse formed a Cardiac Square
Dance Group, recopnizing the bepefits of exercise and
sociability.

Shortly after he bogan calling Martin joined an
pasociation of callers and cuers. Hie keen interest in
squars dancing garpared him the poeltion of Prasident
in 1962 & 1980. In 1964 Martin saw a nzed to get the
dancars involvad and recommended than an association
of callers and dancers be formed He was instrumental
In d.rawlng up B nuuaﬁtutiun, and in 1965 the Hub r.uq

In 1978 he waa asked to halp mfnrmmgaPmnnmnl
Foderatlon and to work with the Canadian Square and
Round Dance Sodety. Today, both of these
organizations are strong and viable, with vallers, cuers
and dancers working tomether to improw and broaden
the square dance commmanity.

In 1976, Martin became a permanent Canadian
director on the beard of the International Square and
Bound Dance Committes, He served as Chairman of

the Capadian Imternational Conventlon in 1986 and
1877 and es co~chelrman in 1988 and 1992,

Martin's calling and teaching has taken him to aimost
evety cliy in Saskatchewan, 1o moet of the provinces in
Cenada, many parts of the Northweatern 11.8., Hawaii,
Ausiralia and New Zealand, He has also hostad tours
to Switzerland, the Caribbean, Eastern Canads,
Australin, and New Zealand.

Martin has received many awarda and ranngmtluns. Ha
was presented with a Certificate of Merit by the Clty
of Saskatoon, & Ceortlficate from the City of Thunder
Bay, Ontario, in yecopnition of outstanding Character

‘apd Achievement in Bguare Dancing, awwarded the

Gavel of Distinetion by the British Columbia Jamborea
Committes for Outstanding Leaderehip. Honored by his
square dance cluha for his many yeavs of calling and
his leadership. [n 1983 Martin and Terry received the
Sewkatehewan 125 Award for outstanding service to
others and for hiz volunteerism to the square & round
dance activity,
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In 1983, Martin was aaked to provide the musir and
choreograph the danes presantation for the opening
peremonics of the Joux Canads Symmer Games in
Sagkatoon, Martin and Terry worked with over 100
dancers on & weekly basis from May to August to
propate for this nationally teioviead event,

AMter attending a callers schoof in Heno, Nevada,
Martin recognized a need to improve the calling skilla
in our callers, e was instrumental in starting the first
week-long Western Canada Callers Scheol in 1979,
This achool has been beld every two years since 1979,
bringing together catlers from many perts of Canada.

In 1974 Martin was invited to the first CALLERLAB
convention. He has attended every comvention since
then. He served two terms on the Exscutive Committes
and has chaived the Mainstream and Ethics committee,
Martin received his Caller Coach Acereditation in 1992,
the first Weslorm Canadian Calier Coach. He has
condlyctad several caller clinics sinee his acczeditation,

Over the past forty yaars, Martin and Terry have
opened their hearts and their home to many callers,
cuers and dancers from around the world Hul:hmg

parmnai friand of Martin and Ta'rry T know thatthay
gava up a free evening or week—end with their families
many times in order to halp out dancers and eallers,
For that we are truly grateful.

They have two children, son Brian and daughtar Lyta,
and fout grandchildren, On behalf of all the squars
dancers, we taka thi oppertunity to say thanks to
Brian and Lyta for Istting us share in their parents’
lives. I koow how proud jyou are of their
accomplishments,

It & my privilege, on behalf of CALLERLAB and all
the equare & rund dancers in Saskatchewan, to
pressnt CALLERLAR's highest sward, the Mikstons,
to Martin Mallard.



