Milestone Award - 1996
Osa Mathews
Presented By Bob Osgood

his ¥ the Milestone.. CALLERLAB's higheet

award-—presented to individusls who have met

the five-polnt critera in the fleld of aguare

danclng and been aelected by representatives of
the membership to ba honored in thie way.

These fiva points are:
(1) The reciplent must have worked In
UNCHARTERED FIELDS.

(2) The individual'®s eontributions to Ehe activity
muszt have STOOD THE TEST OF TIME.

(8) Thees coniributions muet hava been
UUNSELFISH.

{4) Tn tha course of meking these contributions, the
tecipient must heve displayed true
LEADERSHIP and PROFEBSIONALISM,

i5) Finally, the reciplent's work must have had a
BROAT INFLUENCE on the ectivity.

To this date seme 40 leaders in the sguare dance
actlvity have received the MILESTONE. These past
recipients include such leaders as Liloyd Shaw, Ed
Qilmaors, RBalph Page, Joe Lewis, Herb Gregeerson, and
Benjamin Lovett. You mey eee the portrsita and
hiomraphies of all of them in CALLERLABE new
HONOHRS BOOXK on display here for the fitet time at
this Convention.

Tonight it is My honor o preeant the MILESTONE o
ancther leader in our activity.

This individual who etarted a very succeesful calling
carear 46 yoars ago has had to move than prove herself,
for, in her own worde, "Every lady caller must realize
that she is entaring & man's field end be willing to
work that muach harder to hecome a good caller”
Tonlght's reciplent has taken this as har challange.

She was the first lady to ba Invited to join
CALLERLAR; the first to call on a *Square Dance
Docvmentayy-m-Sound” and the first lady to call at
the Penticten Peach Festival in Canada. Az a matier of
fact, so lmpressed was the loml Canedien press that
they ran @ mejor etory in tha newapaper that carried
ths headline: "California Call-girl t¢ Appear on
Festival "

This celler enterad the activity In 1949 and started
calling that same year,

fhe taught two classea each year untll her retirement
in 1994, She callod on the nationally televised Art
Linkletter Show and on the Pat Boone Program. For
many years she made an annual calling trip of the
Western Unilted States and on several occasions called
for and led groups of dancers to Burops, the Bouth
Pacific, the Orient, the Caribbean, Canada, Hawnsii,
and Alaska, fosterlng square deocing pgoodwill
throughout the world.

Sha helped to organize and ealled en the program for
the first National Square Dance Clonvention in 1852,
She has hosted a very successful three—day square
danre festival the firet weekend in March for the past
20 years and coordinates and produces the Annual
Arthritls Hoedown in her city.

She served cn the Board of the Southern California
Callera Asan, held the position of President of the
Orange County Callers Assn., and President of the Cow
Counties Callers Assn. thres timee. She has served az
moderator 8t & number of state snd National
Conventions and the sukdect, "Styling and Comfortable
Dancing” is one that is very taportant to her. Over the
years she has served on the staif of a number of area
callers schools. Together with her husband and
enthueiastic supporter, our recipient was chosen as
"Patron” of the Penticton, British Columbia Sguare
Dance Featival In recognition of her many
contributions of Community Service through sguare
dencing, she has been twice honored (in 1981 and
again in 1990) by her homa town of Palm Springs,
California, with an offivial day named after het.
Bacause she lives and called in a world renowned
vacation spot, she and her hueband, Clif, have, over the
years, had the cpportunity to introduce square dencing
to many men and women from all patie of North
America 88 well as from around the world.

And s0, on behalf of the members of CALLERLAB, it
gives me great pleasure to award this MILESTONE to
that "call girl' from Palm Springs, California - OSA
MATHEWS!



