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ogmphiea of all of thei I CALLERDARY v

hie fa the Milestone.. CALLERIAH® higheet
mward—presented to individuals who haw met
the Rvo-point criterla in the field of square
dancing and been ealected by representatives of
the memberchip to be honored in thia way.
These five points are:
{1 The reciplent must have
UNCHARTERRED FIELDS.

(2} Theindividaal's contributions ta the eativiiy must
Love STODD THE TEST OF TIME.

(3} Thessontributlons must havwebean UNBELFIEH.

{4) In the course of making thess sontributions, the
recipient muat have displayed troe LEATERSHIF
and PROFESHIONALISM.

{6) Finnlly, the reclplent’s work must hava had a

BROAT INFLUENCE on the activity.

To this date some 40 leaders in the sgquare dance

activity have received the MILESTONE, These pact

reciplents include such lsadere me Llyyd Shaw, Ed

Gilmore, Balph Pags, Joe Lewis, Horb Greggeresn, and

worked Iin

HONORS BOOEK on diaplay here at this Convention

This evening It 18 my great honor snd pleasure to
jntroduca 8 lsader with a unlque background wha hes
comirihutad a great portion of his [l to pave the way
for the calling activity we enjoy and take far granted
today.

Tt i=s not en every day oceurronce to find someone who
hea been & part of the square dance eetivity for more
than 756 years. A men who was born in 1206 and
etartad square dancing in 1917 at the age of 12
Our nomines was dedicated to being a leader and his
field was phyeleal education. He recogmized that
dancing fit ideally 2 part of tha physical adunation
program and saw to ¢ thet thie American activity
beceme part of his program as well a2 his recreation,
Following his gradustion fram Springflald College in
Macaprhupetin, ho inaugurated his program at his firet
teaching paition a5 ietrictor of physiesl education at
Emnses State College « now Kansae State TTniversity,

ARer joining the staff at the Dniversity of Minneaota
he worked hie way up to professor of physical edueation
and in 1938 startd calling so thet be could introducs
equare dancing into the curticulum of the Minhesata
echools and his recreationa)] aceslons had as many a5
450 students cn the foar.

In I947, otir nomines waa co—founder of the Follk Dancs
Foderation of Minnasota which wes sosh changed to
the Minnesota Square Demce fodaration,

From 1945 to 1951, he conducted workehope and short
pourses in square dancing and called for Faatlwals frem
Capeda to Florida, from New York to Calfornin for
aquare danee organlzatiors and for more than 25
colleges and univeenltios,

From 1848 with Charlic Thomas (sriginator of
Amerkcan Bauare Dance Magazine) and Jisimy Closaln
{CALLERLAE Milestone reaiplant), he started the
American Sguares Sumimer Coampy W Medford, New
Jerey and bacama directar of this cemp when it wes
moved to Laretto, Minresota.

Ha fa po-founder of the International Jquare Dance
Festival in Chiengn that apatsoted anmosl feetivels
from 1960 t 1957, He eaglsted in the formation of
"Swingmastan", the Minnesota Callora Association -
gorved ae officer and tanght ealler clinica. T quets him
when he aald, ' think my biggest contribation to the
antivliy was the training of teachers and callers at the
Unlvarsity of Minneaota and the American Squere
Dance Camp over & parlod of 35 yeers.”

He callad and taught at many Naticnal Sqnare Dance
Conventlons, Nationel Recreation Conventisna, and
Dance Masters National Conventiona in saddition to

- MATY state an:i lmnlmnvenﬂonn and conferancas...........

"He attended innumerable {nstitutes, participating

some and serving om staff at othem. At the 1947
Festival of Nationa in 8t, Paul, Minncacte, when
pantemporary square danclng was just an infant, Ralph
presented & demonstration consdating of 48 rytares
from statswide chilm causing tremendous intereat In
the squere dance activity.

From 1847 to 1502 he was chaivmen of the Folk Danca
Committos of tha Folk Aria Association of Amoricn and
whils sorducting an evasing of square dancing es 8
feature atiraction at the National Physical Education
Convention in Detrolt, he electrified the crowd by
having the Gevarnor "Soapy” Willlams call B tip.
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Not only has our nominee made cutstanding and
significant santribntions to the square denc: artivity
throughout hiz career, but be has ale distinguiehad
hitnesif kn his basic fisld. He coached gymnastic teame
at Minnesota, winning six Big Ten championships and
his individual team members won 86 Big Ten
championehips and ¢ natlonal titles.

Ho parved on the United Btatea Olympic Gymnastie
Committes for the pames of 1948, 1962, and 1958.
During World War Two, ha had the distinetlon of being
Chief of the Army Behahilitation Progran at all Army
hoepitals. It was while serving in this espacity during
off bours, that he had the oppottunity to visit and call
for early square dance grmipa arross the country.

He is the co-author of two hooks on squara and round
daneing and mesoclate editor of two petional square
daace publications, material en the Vienneas Walts
written by our nominee in the sarly 1940's, wae
ineluded by In Lioyd Shaws, "The Round
Danca Books® in 1948,

When there were relatively
faw musphla records
available for sguare
dancing, he served on a
commitbee to prepate a
beoklet on recordings for
dance. He was responsible
for the mection on folk,
sguatre. round, and
ballrocm. The work waes published in 1950,

Cver the years he has suppotted what he has aughi
with written material that has proven to be invaluable
tor the studenta of sguare dancing. He published more
that 20 articlss th square dance magasines and in 1950
was co-guthor of the ook, "Developing the Creative
Snuare Danc: Caller.”

Qur pominee was sctive in dance in one form or
ancthor througheut the United Statee and betwsen
1858 and 1989 he traveled to move than B0 countries
around the workd, ealling and teaching in come and
ghaorving the folk dancea of the penple wherever
posaible.

Between 1986 end 1968, he was a Fulbright Lecturer
gt the [niversity of Rangoon, Burma; Natioosl
Teachors Colloge, Teharan, Iran; and the 1niversity of
Baghdad, Teag.

In 1969 he represantad the National A=sociation in tha
Tance division at the annual International Counci] for
Health, Phycical Edusation and Recreation in Abidjan,
Trory Comst, Africa, whevs he conducted seeslons for

delagntss from a]l over the world,

Our nomines has been widaly recognized fnr hie work
over the yaars. In 1969 ha was dected to the Helms
Foundation Natlone] Hall of Fame, and in 1962 was
nemed "Coach of the ¥Year” by the National Asscclation
of College Cymnestirs Coaches, Ho was Leted in *Who's
Whe in American Bducation®, "Who's Who in the
Midwest”, and ™Whoa Whe in International
Gymoastiea".

Before introducing this distingulshed gentleman, [
must toll you of my persomal involvement in being
nemoeiated with him in 2 mund-sahout way of which
moet of you tday are oot Awarae,

Whon the square dance activity wae an infant, there
WETE N0 mMAgArinne, ote servioes, tecordinge, or other
methode of gathering information om aquars or round
dancing. Pappy Bhaw dreamed up the ldea that if the
aotivity was to survive, we nooded a method of
communicaikon so that ideas and dance material eould
be ahared by the leaders mround the country. I wee
privilegad to be one of the 12 leadars to be ineluded in
the *Round Rebin." Thie consisted of one or two pages
of ideas, gimmicks, new

material, or just chit—chat

ahout what was happening

locally from each caller on the

list, *Pappy” started it off, sent

it to Ed Gilmore, and the idea

was that the packet went

arcund the complete loop about

twice A year When you

received it vou had two weeks

to digest it, make notes from it, add your contribution,
and then mail it 4o the pext person on the lst. I
reoeived my packet from Bascom Lamar Lunseford who
ropremented the ian arcs and wis full of ideas
and materia] on our Southern Mountsin Dancing.
After pdding my contribution, representing the New
England erce, ] would send the "Round Rokin® along to
Floyd Woodhull in Elmirs, New Tork (his Blackherry
Quadrille on RCA Victor was ona of the heat and
earlicet instrumantal pieces of the day — and Tm sure
thars ate soma oki-timers hore that still carcy it in
thalr record case).

Floyd would send it along to Ralph Piper and I recall
with much humbleness and peepest the orderly and
highly Informational contributions of the person you are
ahout o mest,

It ie with wany Fond memeries of the pest, and with
mydnapaatmpmtandenthmiasm.,fhnﬂmmjnntuw
receiva CALLFRLAE's highest awerd — the Milestone -
DE. RALFH PIPER!



